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AUDIENCE ARCHITECTS LAUNCHES NEW PROGRAM: DANCE: A MOVING 
CANVAS AT THE CHICAGO ARTISTS COALITION OCT. 16 

 
With Support from Dance/USA and The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, Unique Program Gives Audience 

Members an Intimate Glimpse Into the Dance-Making Process  
 

CHICAGO – Audience Architects, a non-profit, dance service organization in 
Chicago, announces the launch of Dance: A Moving Canvas, part of the multi-year 
Dance/USA national project, Engaging Dance Audiences: Round II (EDA), made 
possible with generous support from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. Dance: 
A Moving Canvas features four live, interactive gallery showings of visual art and 
dance works augmented by audience participation, educational materials and lively 
post-event discussions.  
 
For the Dance: A Moving Canvas series, Audience Architects will serve as the lead 
project administrator, bolstered by supporting partnerships with the Chicago Artists 

Coalition (CAC), the Arts & Business Council of Chicago (A&BC), and FlySpace, which will serve as lead 
choreographic collaborator. Audience Architects was awarded $54,000 to cultivate a group of 50-75 culturally 
curious participants and over the course of a year, enable them to deeply engage in the process of making dance 
through interactive gallery settings, web-based learning and post-performance conversation. Cultivated 
audience members include either volunteers for arts organizations as part of the A&BC Business Volunteers for 
the Arts (BVA) program, or, are visual arts fans and collectors as part of the CAC “Collectors Circle” 
membership program. By working with members of partner organizations who are demographically highly 
inclined towards dance appreciation, the program serves a core tenet of Audience Architect’s mission: to build 
dance audiences for the Chicago dance field.  
 
“We are thrilled to work with such a terrific group of partner organizations for this program,” says Heather 
Hartley, Executive Director of Audience Architects. “Additionally, we are deeply grateful to Dance/USA and 
the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation for supporting a program that fosters experimentation, innovation and 
collaboration in audience building.” 
 
Moving Canvas events will take place Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2013 and Wednesday, Jan. 22, Wednesday, 
April 16, and Wednesday, June 4, 2014 at the Chicago Artists Coalition gallery, located in Chicago’s West 
Loop neighborhood. Tickets to Moving Canvas events go on sale to the public Sunday, Sept.15. Tickets are 
$20 for a single event or $60 for the series of four events and admission includes a reception with the artists 
with wine and a selection of appetizers. Availability is limited.  For tickets, visit audiencearchitects.com. 
 
At each Moving Canvas event, a moderator will guide the dialogue between the choreographer and exhibiting 
visual artist about their processes, the work they are sharing that evening, and the similarities in the construction 
or content of both the visual and kinesthetic work. The participating visual artists will be selected via CAC’s 
HATCH project residency, which itself promotes experimentation and collaboration among emerging artists 
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AUDIENCE ARCHITECTS LAUNCHES CHICAGO DANCE MONTH,  
A CITYWIDE CELEBRATION OF DANCE THROUGHOUT APRIL 2013  

  
Special Ticket Discounts, Performances, Master Classes, 

Seminars and More Illuminate the Richness of Chicago’s Dance Community 
as a Precursor to National Dance Week, April 28-May 5 

  
CHICAGO — Audience Architects (AA), a non-profit, dance service 
organization in Chicago, announces the launch of Chicago Dance Month in 
April 2013. This inaugural month-long celebration highlights the breadth, 
variety and artistic richness of the Chicago dance community by promoting a 
wealth of dance performances, educational opportunities and other events in 
partnership with venues and organizations across the city. Partners include 
American Rhythm Center, Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and 
Special Events, Chicago Park District, Choose Chicago, National Dance 
Week Foundation and The Old Town School of Folk Music.   

  
In describing the motivation behind this new program, Audience Architects Executive Director Heather 
Hartley observed, “Mayor Rahm Emanuel has frequently declared his desire to make Chicago an 
internationally recognized dance destination. His dedication to ‘integrating culture into daily life – 
across public, nonprofit and private sectors’ was cited as one of the many priorities of the Chicago 
Cultural Plan revealed in October 2012. Chicago’s theater community recently celebrated Chicago 
Theater Week and Chicago’s visual art community is on track to celebrate Chicago artists in fall 2013. 
With National Dance Week coming up, this is the ideal moment to launch Chicago Dance Month and 
introduce Chicagoans and visitors to the tremendous dance our city has to offer.” 
  
To help Chicagoans take in the exciting selection of events scheduled for Chicago Dance Month, AA 
is creating a comprehensive Chicago Dance Month Calendar that will be available in print and 
online, listing the dozens of free and affordable dance showings, workshops, classes and fully-
produced performances at numerous locations in neighborhoods across Chicago. Of the more than 
50 exciting events, a few highlights include: 

  
• April 7: The Music + Movement Festival of the Auditorium Theatre, Katten Landau Studio, 

425 South Wabash, 4th floor, Chicago; 
http://auditoriumtheatre.org/wb/pages/home/performances-events/musicmovement.php: 
Features Bryant Ballet with Sylvia and Miguel de la Cerna Mexican Dance Ensemble 
and  DanceWorks Chicago with Paul Wertico. 
 

• April 8: “One World:” Chicago Cultural Center, 78 East Washington; 
http://audiencearchitects.com/moving-dialogs/april-8-one-world/: Select troupes representing a 
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and curators. Short sections of the dance work will then be performed followed by a conversation with 
participants comparing and contrasting the choreographic elements and aspects of the visual work.  
 
A key point in each evening will be when the audience has the chance to offer suggestions for changing the live 
work. Dance artists will have 15 minutes to respond, retool and then show a revised segment incorporating 
audience suggestions. By creating the opportunity to participate – in real time – in the choreographic process, 
this project lifts the veil that separates audiences from the act of making choreography, creating a greater 
understanding of the complexity and the exhilaration of dance-making. 
 
Moving Canvas events will be supported by “Musings,” a collection of educational material, videos, and critical 
essays, collected/edited by Chicago Tribune veteran chief dance critic Sid Smith. Material will be housed online 
on a dedicated section of the SeeChicagoDance.com website and CAC’s Chicago Artist Resource (CAR) 
website (www.chicagoartistsresource.org). 
 
In addition, Dance Tribe will build upon the Downloads series developed during the EDA Round I at the Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts in San Francisco, and engaging 10-15 of the most active program participants in 
deeper dialogue. This distilled group will collectively attend a concert performance by one of the 
choreographers previously experienced at a Moving Canvas night. The performance will be immediately 
followed by a post-show conversation fashioned on Round I learnings, with social exchange, open-ended 
prompts, and no artist present. At least two Dance Tribe events will occur during the program, moderated by 
Audience Architects’ Executive Director Heather Hartley. 
 
The first Moving Canvas event takes place Wednesday, October 16, 2013 from 6-8:30 p.m. at the CAC 
gallery, 217 N. Carpenter Street. It will feature dancers from members of the FlySpace Consortium, with 
artistic direction by Margi Cole and Jan Bartoszek, and will be moderated by Zachary Whittenburg. "FlySpace 
is delighted to be a lead partner and innovator in the development and execution of the Dance: A Moving 
Canvas project, says Margi Cole, FlySpace Co-Director. “The project aligns with all our desire to achieve 
Connecting Audiences and Elevating Dance.  This decidedly intimate setting will give us the opportunity to 
learn from each other while we have an active dialogue about how our dances are made, and hopefully foster an 
ongoing relationship with new potential audiences. “ 
 
Participating dance artists for the 2014 Moving Canvas events will be selected via an application process. The 
application deadline is September 6, 2013 and awarded artists will be selected via a cross disciplinary regional 
and national panel of dance and visual art leaders. For more information about the application process and to 
download an application visit audiencearchitects.com. 

#     #     # 
 
Audience Architects is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit arts organization and is supported by grants from the Arts Work Fund for 
Organizational Development, The Boeing Company, The Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, The Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 
Foundation, The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the Sage Foundation, the 
Illinois Humanities Council, Chicago Seminar on Dance and Performance, and numerous generous individuals. 
 
Engaging Dance Audiences is administered by Dance/USA and made possible with generous funding from the Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation.  
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DANCE: A MOVING CANVAS 
PROJECT PARTNERS: 

 
Audience Architects is a dance service organization whose mission is to build and engage dance audiences in 
Chicago and advocate for Chicago dance. Audience Architects exists to provide Chicago dance companies with 
increased visibility, expansive resources, and additional forums to showcase and share their talents.  
 
Audience Architects grew out of The Chicago Community Trust’s five-year Dance Initiative, which, among 
other things, funded a multi-year market research study on how to build dance audiences. One of the resultant 
projects was SeeChicagoDance.com, an audience development website, which launched in 2005 and drives 
ticket sales for dance in Chicago. With its comprehensive calendar, discount ticket sales program, email 
newsletter and database of proven dance patrons, the site quickly proved to be a success. It was clear that it 
needed to continue beyond the duration of the Dance Initiative, and Audience Architects was formed to ensure 
its longevity. Beyond the tremendous growth of the sites, Audience Architects has substantially built its 
programs to become a more robust service organization, becoming the go-to organization for the Chicago dance 
community to assist with and advocate for the broader needs of the field. Additional services include quarterly 
convenings for the Chicago dance community, regranting programs, attendance and exposure at regional and 
national conferences, and newly launched public engagement programs such as “Moving Dialogs.” For more 
information please visit www.audiencearchitects.com or contact Executive Director Heather Hartley at 312-
846-6357 or heather@audiencearchitects.com. 
 
Arts & Business Council of Chicago (A&BC) is Chicago’s premiere non-profit arts consulting firm. Since 
1985 A&BC has been helping to strengthen non-profit arts organizations by bringing resources and expertise to 
the sector through Consulting provided by highly qualified business professionals, Training in all aspects of 
management and board functions, Research in the leading and emerging issues, and Relationships that bridge 
the arts community and businesses. A&BC provides holistic, long-term service to its arts clients to help them 
reach sustainability, grow their audiences, and strengthen their organizations for long-term success. A&BC 
works closely with each client and helps guide them toward management and board planning and 
implementation that foster real impact in the life of the organization. A&BC is able to do this by partnering with 
the corporate community and enlisting over 300 highly skilled business professionals dedicated to strengthening 
the arts in Chicago. A&BC consultants are provided with thorough orientation and training for the transition 
from profit to non-profit work, and receive ongoing training in all areas of non-profit management and board 
practices. For more information, visit www.artsbiz-chicago.org. 
 
Chicago Artists Coalition (CAC) is a 39-year old artist service organization dedicated to building a 
sustainable marketplace for entrepreneurial artists and creatives. Across its history, CAC has an impressive 
legacy of working directly with and on behalf of practicing artists to provide professional development, 
residency opportunities and advocacy. CAC is committed to cultivating groundbreaking exhibitions and 
educational opportunities, and to building a diverse community of artistic leaders that defines the place of art 
and artists in our culture and economy. Since 2010, the organization has grown considerably in its programming 
and outreach to the community. In 2012, CAC acquired the Chicago Artists Resource (CAR) website from the 
City of Chicago, incorporating this robust online platform as a major new programmatic initiative to provide 
professional development and community-building among artists of multiple disciplines. CAC’s core programs 
include: A.B.C.-Art.Business.Create, a monthly series of professional development trainings for artists; BOLT 
Residency and HATCH Projects, two distinct, year-long residency programs that foster the creation of new 
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work and produce dynamic exhibition programming in CAC’s gallery; the CAR website serving artists in dance, 
literary, music, theater and visual arts; the Collectors Circle dedicated to cultivating emerging and established 
collectors in Chicago; and Special Projects that involve partnerships with various entities to support 
commissions and other opportunities for artists. For more information visit www.chicagoartistscoalition.org.  
 
The FlySpace (Lead Choreographic Partner) consortium is a new model for dance partnership. In a theater, 
fly space is the volume above the stage where scenery and lighting hang together, ready to be lowered into view. 
Some call it “heaven.” In Chicago, FlySpace is a new approach to strategic partnership, conceived and launched 
by four female-led dance organizations which include The Dance COLEctive, Hedwig Dances, Same Planet 
Different World, and Zephyr Dance. The venture supports creative independence and institutional growth by 
combining and coordinating offstage work. Recent advances in data management and new tools for audience 
development allow for flexibility and responsiveness as FlySpace moves toward its individual goals. With the 
help of tech partners, FlySpace can offer its audiences frictionless ways to more deeply connect, purchase 
tickets, and learn more about the work of each organization. Live performance remains the heart of what 
FlySpace does. Virtual engagement just makes that heart beat faster and stronger. The FlySpace commitment to 
new forms of cooperation shares each director's passion for content-driven contemporary dance, finding fresh 
aesthetics in live performance, and educating audiences. Dance is a key player in 21st-century culture. It gathers 
the discoveries of musical, theatrical, and visual artists in the most fundamental, universal medium: the human 
body. For more information please visit www.flyspacechicago.com or call (773) 489-5069. 


