
Convening Notes 
November 17, 2016 

 

I. Intros 

II. AARCH updates – Ashley Goos, AARCH Marketing and Operations 
Manager 

A. Winter ad space available 

B. Membership discount and renewal by Jan 15th 

C. Holiday member party 12/12 starting at 4 pm 

III. Advocacy News – Heather Hartley, AARCH Executive Director 
A. Advocate – important word 

B. Dance/USA Updates 
1. Review core values; equity, inclusion, and diversity 
2. Continuing partnership with other national art advocacies 

organizations, including the NEA. 
3. Will continue to advocate to the federal government 
4. Will continue funding for nonprofits 
5. Visa policies for foreign artists might shift under a new 

administration 
6. Any new information about above will continue to be sent out in 

Action Alerts 
7. 10 Reasons to Support the Arts – handout 
8. What Americans Believe About the Arts – handout 

C. Americans for the Arts Updates: 
1. The CREATE act - Strengthening the art economy 

 

https://audiencearchitects.files.wordpress.com/2016/11/10-reasons-to-support-the-arts-2016.pdf
https://audiencearchitects.files.wordpress.com/2016/11/what-americans-believe-about-the-arts-highlights.pdf
http://www.frostbrowntodd.com/resources-310.html


IV. Guest Speaker – Jonathan Vanderbrug, Policy and Research 
Director, Arts Alliance Illinois 

A. Dance is great at unifying, and expressing emotion 

B. ad“vocate” = vocal, giving your voice for a change is needed now more 
than ever 

C. Three reasons why we need to advocate - 
1. Never waste a crisis 
2. Crisis often causes anger and frustrated 
3. Crisis create an opportunity to advocate 

D. Don’t give political shifts too much thought.  Our community still has 
control at a state level. 

E. Take action and go out; be heard, show up 

F. Five things dancers can do; 
1. Mention the C.R.E.A.T.E. act 
2. Know the economic impact of dance 
3. Use the Every Student Succeeds Act.  Pursue dance education and 

push dance in schools. 
4. Know the Illinois Arts Learning Standards and how to contribute 

ideas for updates 
5. Contact a representative at the NEA 

 

http://www.ed.gov/essa?src=rn
http://www.ed.gov/essa?src=rn
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/fine_arts/standards.htm
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/fine_arts/standards.htm


V. Dance Community Discussion – Co-Facilitated by Roderick 
Hawkins, Senior Advisor on Community Engagement, Office of 
the Mayor, and Bonnie Brooks, Director/Lead Curator, Dance 
Presenting Series and Associate Professor, The Dance Center of 
Columbia College 

Question – What two words describe your current state? 
Responses – 

Disgusted, determined, angry, hopeful, appalled, energized, 
discouraged, fearful, motivated, introspective, afraid, distrustful, 
fearful, determined, relieved, accountable, fired up, saddened, 
looking, listening, changed and ready, ready, vigilant, vocal, 
determined, disappointed, pissed, disappointed, motivate, focus, 
energized, no comment, ready, lost, disbelief, motivated, 
submerged, vigilant, raw, rebellious, worried, sad, tired, present, 
introspective, confused, motivated, determined, wondering, 
determined 

Question - What is the energy and reaction of the Mayor’s 
office in light of the election? 

Responses – 
There is anger and frustration.  People are ready to engage and 
take action. Policies that are vulnerable; NEA, tax benefits for 
donating to the arts, viability smaller organizations, higher 
education and student loans, and international exchange policies. 

Question – What are we can do in light of the election? 
Responses – 
● This gives us an opportunity to work in solidarity. 
● We need to try to connect with urban/rural Illinois. 
● Art uplifts and challenges us, and brings people together.  
● How do we support minorities?  What do you do if you are that 

minority? 
● How do we empower young female students?  Teach the 

students how to own themselves and be confident.  Try to 
understand your own transition into confidence. 

● How can we be more inclusive in dance?  We should strive to 
dance together. 



Question – What should AARCH prioritize for future planning? 

Responses – 
● Try to reach out to the urban and rural areas of Illinois. 

● Engage with children at a young age.  Is it possible to have an 
exchange program that benefits young dancers? 

● Is there a possibility to reach out to smaller organizations that 
are specifically affected by the election? 

● Attempt to connect with broad demographics at community 
colleges 

● Strive to continue in a similar manner, as you were 
pre-election.  AARCH should take a “yes, and…” approach. 


